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Similar means to those employed in the last
case were resorted to with like success, the
only din’erence in the remedies consisting of
her taking the arsenical solution in her tea
instead of in the d’.’coction of the woods.
The author thinks he has established

several facts by his experience in cases of
Ifpra. The first is that of the power of
transmitting the disease by inoculation,
though it is not communicable by simple
contact. Secondly ; that it is generally at
least six weeks before any perceptible relief
is obtained from the use of the arsenical
solution in chronic cases, and that, to remove
the disease, this medicine must be given for
many months, gradually increasing thequan-
tity. He considers, also, that many prac-
titioners have failed to remove the disease

by arsenic, by not continuing it long enough ;
aud he says that arsenic may be continued
for a very long period without any fear of
disordering the stomach or bowels, when it
is copiously diluted with decoction of sar-
s,,tr,arilla, or ofdulcamara.
Mr. HoopER related a case of lepra vul-

garis, the most obstinate and severe he had
ever seen, which resisted all remedies em-
ployed, bnt eventually gave way under the
employment of the arsenical solution for a
period of six months.
Mr. LEESE detailed the case of a young

lady, twelve years of age, who had lepra
vulgaris. The plan he pursued with suc-
cess, was the administration of a Plummer’s
pill at night, with four or five minims of the
arsenical solution three times a day. The
external application he had found useful in
this case, was the common yellow wash of
the hospitals.
Mr. PROCTER considered skin diseases

usually as mere indications of something
being wrong in the constitution, and, there-
fore, requiring constitutional remedies.
Local applications he did not consider of
much service.

Dr. T. THOMSON thought, with the last
speaker, that cutaneous diseases were gene-
rally the result of some disease of the sto-

mach, or of the vascular or nervous system.
Regarding the causes of lepra, he did not
think the first case related in the paper had
been produced by the exposure to wet, &c.
He thought the disease in question was most
frequently the result of a great impression
made on the system by change of diet,
anxiety of mind, or by some injury done to
the brain or spinal chord. Regarding treat-
ment, he was always anxious not to employ
arsenic at firsf. He had generally found
the liquor potassas, given with other medi-
cines, effectual. In old obstinate cases,
bleeding occasionally assisted in perform-
ing a cure.
Mr. DENDY, in allusion to the contagion

of lepra by inoculation, considered the case
related in the paper of the occurrence of the 
disease, in the servant who punctured her-

self with her mistress’s comb, was a mere
coincidence, and not a consequence of the
accident. No plan of treatment to be adopt-
ed in every case could be laid down ; the
external disease was merely indicative of
what was going on in the system; all the
collateral circumstances of the case, as well
as the eruption, were to be taken into con.
sideration ; that which agreed with the 1)a.
tient was likeliest to cure the disease.

After a few words on the properties of
arsenic, in which Mr. Procter spoke of the
great liberality of the Poor-Law Commis.
sioners, in whose salaries to medical men
no allowance for the use of quinine was
made, the Society adjourned.

WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY.
Saturday, February 17, 1838.

Mr. HALE THOMSON, President.
INFLUENCE OF VACCINATION ON VARIOLA.-

STARVATION FROM VOMITING.&mdash;CREOSOTE,
AND ITS USES.

MR. STREETER said, that the female, whose
case had formed the subject of a paper he
had read at a late meeting of the Society, on
the above subject, had since been suddenly
but safely delivered of a live and healthy
child, which showed not the slightest trace
of small-pox marks upon the skin, the va-
riola of the mother did not, therefore, affect
the infant. In the case mentioned by Rayer,
the child caught the disease and died. Mr.
Streeter had attempted to vaccinate the
infant in his own case, by making four vac-
cine punctures with recent, moist, and prb-
per Ivmph; but it did not take. Vaccina-
tion was again tried with lymph twelve
days old, but this had also failed. He
said he should try the proceeding again with
recent lymph, the result he should commulii-
cate to the Society. In ordinary cases he had
succeeded in producing proper vaccine ve.
sicles in the first week. In reference to the
influence of vaccination over small-pox
during the incubation of the latter disease,
Mr. Streeter related the following case:-
An infant had been in company of a patient
affected with small-pox, and consequently
exposed to the contagion. Three days after’
wards it was vaccinated, and the result suffi-
ciently proved that the vaccination arrested
the progress and modified the presence of
the small-pox.
Mr. COSTELLO inquired whether there was

any rupture of the membranes and escape
of ammotic fluid, in the case recorded by
Rayer, at the time the fostus had small-pox
in utero. If the case had been complete in
this respect, it might perhaps be useful,
taken in connection with an observation of
Chomel,&mdash;that a prolonged warm-bath at
the maturating period of small-pox, tends
to ripen the pustules, and by rubbing the
surface afterwards with a rough towel, the
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matter from them escapes on it, the pus- nausea, but enabled the stomach to retain
tules subsequently will cicatrise. Probably food easily ; but the doses required to be
the prolonged warm-bath which infants en- gradually increased. In one of the above

joy in utero, had some influence on the cases the sickness depended on pregnancy;
pustules. in the others it occurred in young girls, and
Mr. BRUMSGILL mentioned a case, in was connected with functional, nervous, or

which vaccination was performed in a hysterical symptoms. It was such cases

child, on the fifth day of incubation of that were chiefly benefitted by creosote.
variola; the small-pox was much modified. Alr. W. CLARKE had also seen vomiting
Mr. STREETER said, it was a well-estab- relieved in many cases by creosote.

lished fact, that vaccination performed three Mr. COSTELLO mentioned a case, in which
days after exposure to small-pox, and even obstinate and long-continued vomiting, dur-
possibly as late as the fifth day, might mo- ing the pregnant state, had produced great
dify and even anticipate small-pox; but it emaciation. In this instance, the only
had never been known to be of any avail if means which were found of any avail, con-
small-pox eruption should appear prior to sisted in venesection ; this effectually stop-
the areolar stage of the vaccine vesicle; or ped the sickness, and the patient went her
when the variola had got the start of the full time.
vaccinia. Dr. BuRGESS had seen a case, similar in

&mdash; many respects, to that mentioned by Dr.
INCESSANT VOMITING DURING PREGNANCY, Johnson. This case occurred in the prac-

ENDING FATALLY. tice of the late Dr. Hamilton. but death did
Dr. J. JOIINSON wished to ask if any not take place until after the birth of the

member had known vomiting, simply de. child, which only survived four months.
pendant upon the pregnant state, productive All remedies in this case proved ineilectual.
of fatal results. A lady, thirty years of &mdash;

age, soon after marriage ceased to menstru- Saturday, February 24, 1838.
ate, and becatiie affected with morning VACCINATION.&mdash;PLAN FOR KEEPING THE THAMES
sickness, which symptoms were naturally WATER FREE FROM IMPURITIES.&mdash;WATER FIL-
enough attributed to pregnancy. The slck- 

TER.
ness, however, gradually became worse,
and at last nothing of any kind could be re- But little worthy of being recorded oc-
tained on the stomach. Slcilful examina- curred in the Society this evening. Some
tion failed to detect the presence of preg- desultory conversation, respecting certain

nancy. Something like induration was points regarding vaccination, took place ;
thought to be present in the region of the but nothing in addition to what transpired
pylorus, and it was concluded that the sick- last week was brought forward. As there
ness was not to be attributed mainly to the seemed no disposition on the part of mem-
pregnant state. The sickness and extreme bers to start any new subject, afte.r a long
emaciation were the only symptoms present. pause,
After death, no morbid appearances were Dr. JOHNSON alluded to a plan which is
observable in any part of the body. The contemplated, of keeping the Thames water
uterus contained a foetus about four months pure, by a Company which has been esta-
old. This patient was literally starved to blished in the metropolis. The scheme was
death, and would, indeed, have sooner originally that of a gentleman named Ken-
fallen a sacrifice to the sickness, had she dall, and was first planned ten years ago,
not been supported by means of enemata but had only within the last year or two
consisting of milk and nutritive broths, with been prosecuted with a view to carry it
opium. The treatment pursued consisted into operation. The outline of the scheme
in the use of various salines, anti-eme- consisted in the formation of a number of
tics, counter-irritation at the epigastrium, tunnels in the various parts of the metro-
leeches, and acetate of tnorphia sprinkled polis, which were to convey the faecal mat-
over a blistered surface; the last gave tem- ter from the various houses to a common
porary relief. current, which was to be formed on the
Mr. HASTINGS had seen creosote of great banks of the Thames, the water in. that

benefit in many cases of sickness. In sick- river being thus kept from the impurities of
ness dependent on pregnancy, he had only this’ kind of filth. There were also to be
known it to fail on one occasion, in all other large reservoirs on the outskirts of the me-
cases it aflorded instant relief. tropolis, for the reception of the ordure,
Mr. HARDWICKE having seen creosote and in which the more fluid parts might be

much employed, could confirm the remarks evaporated. The mannre thus formed was
of Mr. Hastings. In five or six cases, in to be sold to the gardeners and agricnl-
which vomiting had existed for periods vary- turists by the Company, and, it was consi.
ing from a week to three months, all food dered, would bring in a largerevenue. The
being immediately rejected, and in some of Company had collected various important
the cases great emaciation produced, creo- facts from the Continent on the subject ; it
sote not only relieved the sickuess and was found that in various contin-eititl cities.
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but particularly in Paris, the ordure collect-
ed and sold was&deg;a source of considerable
profit to the authorities. He thought that
in some points the calculations of the Com-
pany were fallacious. On the Continent,
little water passed into the cesspolls or

water-closets, while in this country large
quantities of water were used, so that one-
half of the faecal matter would be dissolved,
and rendered incapable of being collected
at the mouths of the cloacae.
Dr. WILLIAMS thought if the Society took

up the subject before them, it ought to be
in reference to its effects upon the health
of the community. Difference of opinion
might exist respecting it, and if regularly
discussed in that Society, the plan might
meet with many supporters ; however, he
thought the large extent of surface which
would be required for the evaporation of so
much fluid as would be collected, would
render the plan difficult, unless some of the
water was drained off. Regarding the use
of the ordure to the agriculturist, its benefit
to the land, in some instances, might be
questionable, for though poor soils were
much improved by the addition of manure,
richer ones, particularly if they were clayey,
would be injured by it in some of their
productions ; for instance, it would increase
the quantity of potatoes in such a soil, but
would materially deteriorate their quality;
hence the public would suffer. The idea of
continually feeding on the product of fecu-
lent matter was revolting. Respecting the
effects of the evaporation of the liquid
upon the atmosphere, the result of the
opening of a drain or cesspool, on some oc-
casions, was well known; and he thought
the large collection of ordure would be suf-
ficient to produce much disease in the same
manner in a great part of the metropolis.

Mr. COSTELLO said, that in the neighbour-
hood of Paris there were large public cess-
pools, in which the ordure of the whole
city was deposited. The ordure was re-

moved at night in carts to these receptacles,
from whence it was constantly being taken
for the purpose of manuring the land. The
stench from these receptacles, which were
situated on a high ground, was almost in-
tolerable to those not accustomed to it, and
might be detected, when the wind was in
the right quarter, at the distance of thirteen
miles. Commission after Commission had
sat to inquire into the effect of these recep-
tacles upon the public health, and the con-
clusion come to was, that they exercised no
bad influence upon it. Regarding the purity
of the Thames water he might mention, that
he had seen an apparatus for filtering, by
which, in twenty minutes, as much water
might be rendered perfectly pure as would
fill a common-sized lock in a canal; this
apparatus had been offered for sale to the
various Water Companies in London, and
none of them would purchase it !

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE MEDICAL
SOCIETY.

CASES IN WHICH THE VENA CAVA SUPERIOR

WAS TOTALLY OBLITERATED, PRODUCING

&OElig;DEMA OF THE UPPER AND LOWER EX,

TREMITIES.

AT the last meeting of University College
Medical Society, Mr. HARDWICKE detailed
two cases in which he had observed the
above-mentioned lesion, arising from the

pressure of tumours in the mediastinum.
The first case occurred in a middle-aged
man, who had oedema of the legs, face, and
upper extremities, particularly on the right
side, all of which, however, completely sub..
sided some weeks before his death. The
subcutaneous veins of the thorax and the
abdomen were very large and turgid; a

tumour, about the size of a hen’s egg, ex-
isted on the right side of the sternum. Re-
spiration was wanting, and percussion was
dull at the upper part of the right thorax,
but healthy below, and on the left side.
He died after six months illness. After
death there was found, in the upper part of
the thorax, towards the right side, a tumour,
corresponding to the external one, but much
larger. It inclosed and obliterated the
trunk of the superior cava, and involved the
upper part of the lung and pleura on the

right side. Some of the mesenteric veins
were much dilated.
The second case occurred in a female

who also had oedema, of the face and right
upper extremity, and some, also, about the
ankles, with extreme turgescence of the

jugular and other veins. A tumour was

observed projecting from, and filling up the
subclavicular fossa of the right side ; ex-
tensive dullness on percussion, and want of
respiratory murmur, indicated great effusion
into the right pleura. In this case a large
tumourwas found situated in the upper part
of the thorax, compressing and completely
obliterating the trunk of the superior cava.
The right bronchus and pulmonary veins
were also compressed ; the arteries which
passed through the tumour were not affect-
ed. The right pleura was nearly filled by
serous effusion, and the lung pushed to the
upper part of the thorax. Small tumours
were observed in other parts of the body.
The appearances in the abdominal viscera
indicated obstructed venous circulation.
Mr. Hardwicke made some remarks on the
condition of the venous circulation, and the
circuitous route the chyle would, of neces-
sity, have to take before entering the pul.
monary and arterial circulation.


